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Summary of Beirut Port statistics at September 2018 compared with the same -
period of 2017.
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Summary of Beirut Port Statistics at September 2018
compared with the same period of 2017

Subjects 19 months | 19 months | +/ - +/-%
2018 2017

Number of vessels which called at 1,413 1,410 +3 +1%

Beirut Port

Total Tonnage handled (tons) (million) | 5,946 6,401 -455 thousand | -7 %

Total imports for Lebanese markets 5,245 5,622 -377 thousand | -7 %

(tons) (million)

Total exports (Lebanese cargoes) 701 779 -78 -10 %

(tons) (thousand)

Total Containers handled (TEU) 977,138 952,169 +24,969 +3 %

Total containers imported (TEU) 474,101 466,950 +7,151 +2 %

Total containers imported for local 312,605 318,390 -5,785 -2 %

market (TEU)

Total containers imported empty 4,137 6,498 -2,361 -36 %

(TEU)

Total containers imported for 157,359 142,062 +15,297 +11 %

transshipment (TEU)

Total containers exported (TEU) 477,015 461,491 +15,524 +3%

Total containers exported with 63,032 72,123 -9,091 -13 %

Lebanese goods (TEU)

Total containers re-exported empty 256,550 247,781 +8,769 +4 %

(TEU)

Total containers re-exported 157,433 141,587 +15,846 +11 %

(transshipment) (TEU)

Total containers transshipment (TEU) | 314,792 283,649 +31,143 +11 %

Total containers restowed on board 26,022 23,728 +2,294 +10 %

vessel

Total cars handled (cars) 54,132 79,846 -25,714 -32 %

Total imported cars (cars) 48,075 65,593 -17,518 -27 %

Total re-exported cars by sea (cars) 6,057 14,253 -8,196 -58 %

Total port revenues (USD) (million) 174,360 174,459 -99 thousand | -1 %

Total harbor master fees (USD) 6,419 4,101 +2,318 +57 %

(million)

Total Port revenues & harbor master 180,779 178,560 +2,219 +1%

fees (USD) (million)
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Summary of Tripoli Port Statistics at September 2018
compared with the same period of 2017

Subject 1%t 9 months | 1% 9 months | +/- +/-%
2018 2017

Number of vessels which called at | 488 598 -110 -18 %

Tripoli Port

Total Tonnage handled (tons) (million) | 1,304 1,528 -224 -15 %
thousand

Total imports (tons) (million) 1,073 1,215 -142 -12%
thousand

Total exports & re-export (tons) 231 thousand | 313 thousand | -82 -26 %
thousand

Total Cars handled (cars) 3,046 4,138 -1,092 -26 %

Total containers (TEU) 15,567 9,445 +6,122 +65 %

Total trailers 15,440 21,636 -6,196 -29 %

Trailers discharged 8,420 11,211 -2,791 -25 %

Trailers loaded 7,020 10,425 -3,405 -33 %

Total Port revenues (million) USD 11,717 12,475 -758 -6 %
thousand
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Bank of Beirut buys L uxembourg bank-assets of acquired bank total $291
Bank of Beirut (BoB) has signed an agreement to acquire Fortuna Bank, a Luxembourg retail
financial institution with total assets of €257.1 million ($290.5 million) as of the end of 2017.
Fortuna’s portfolio of loans to customers increased six percent to nearly $229 million last year.
The conclusion of the deal requires the approval of the Central Bank (BDL) and of European
regulators, according to a joint statement released by the two banks.

Fortuna Bank’s top management and employees will remain in their jobs, and personnel will
be increased in the future for organic growth purposes, the statement said. The bank has 26
employees. Salim Sfeir, Chairman of BoB, said that they will preserve Fortuna Bank’s
established practices while providing it with the means and know-how to develop its operations
and explore new prospects. The move is part of BoB’s international expansion strategy. BoB
operates subsidiaries and branches in the U.K., Germany, Cyprus, and Australia, as well as
representative offices in the United Arab Emirates, Nigeria, and Ghana. BoB’s total assets
stood at $18.5 billion at the end of the third quarter of 2018, up six percent compared with a
year earlier. Fortuna Bank’s total assets grew five percent in 2017 while its net profit fell three
percent to around $542,000.

Jerry Grbic, General Manager of Fortuna Bank, said that BoB intends to boost the bank’s
activity in the Luxembourg area and expand its base of international associates.
Businessnews.com
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Summary of Beirut Port Statistics in September 2018
compared with August 2018

Chambre Internationale de Navigation de Beyrouth

Subjects September 2018 | August 2018 | +/ - +/-%
Number of vessels which called at 167 155 +12 +8 %
Beirut Port

Total Tonnage handled (tons) 623 699 -76 -11 %
(thousand)

Total imports for Lebanese markets | 538 625 -87 -14 %
(tons) (thousand)

Total exports (Lebanese cargoes) 85 74 +11 +15 %
(tons) (thousand)

Total Containers handled (TEU) 110,652 109,561 +1,091 +1%
Total containers imported (TEU) 51,131 55,014 -3,883 -7 %
Total containers imported for local 31,129 35,789 -4,660 -13%
market (TEU)

Total containers imported empty 1,738 306 +1,432 +468 %
(TEV)

Total containers imported for 18,264 18,919 -655 -4 %
transshipment (TEU)

Total containers exported (TEU) 55,101 49,965 +5,136 +10 %
Total containers exported with 8,065 6,644 +1,421 +21 %
Lebanese goods (TEU)

Total containers re-exported empty 29,015 25,676 +3,339 +13 %
(TEU)

Total containers re-exported 18,021 17,645 +376 +2 %
(transshipment) (TEU)

Total containers transshipment 36,285 36,564 -279 -1 %
(TEU)

Total containers restowed on board 4,420 4,582 -162 -4 %
vessel

Total cars handled (cars) 2,750 6,656 -3,906 -59 %
Total imported (cars) 2,471 5,855 -3,384 -58 %
Total re-exported by sea (cars) 279 801 -522 -65 %
Total port revenues (USD) (million) | 16,629 19,045 -2,416 -13 %
Total harbor master fees (USD) 301 494 -193 -39 %
(thousand)

Total Port revenues & harbor master | 16,930 19,539 -2,609 -13 %

fees (USD) (million)
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Summary of containers handled at Beirut Port by September 2018
Compared with the same period of 2017
Subjects 189 months | 189 months | +/-(TEU) |+/-%
2018 (TEU) | 2017 (TEU)

Total import containers : 474,101: 466,950: +7,151 +2 %
Import containers full for local 312,605 318,390 -5,785 -2%
market

Import containers empty 4,137 6,498 -2,361 -36 %
Import containers full/empty for 157,359 142,062 +15,297 +11 %
transshipment

Total export containers : 477,015: 461,491: +15,524 +3 %
Export containers full with 63,032 72,123 -9,091 -13 %
Lebanese cargoes

Re-export empty containers 256,550 247,781 +8,769 +4 %
Re-export containers full/empty 157,433 141,587 +15,846 +11 %
(transshipment)

Total containers import/ re-export 314,792 283,649 +31,143 +11 %
(transshipment)

Total restowed containers on board | 26,022 23,728 +2,294 +10 %
vessels

Total general (TEU) 977,138 952,169 +24,969 +3 %
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Lebanon’s crucial crossing to Gulf markets choked by politics

MASNAA, Lebanon: Lebanese exporters rejoiced last month when the Syrian government
opened a key land crossing with Jordan that had been closed by years of war, restoring a much-
needed overland trade route to lucrative Gulf markets. But lingering disputes between Lebanon
and Syria, and political gridlock in Beirut, mean that many Lebanese businesses still rely on
longer and costlier transport by sea, further stalling efforts to restore an economy battered by
years of war in its larger neighbor.

The reopening of the Nassib-Jaber crossing allowed Mohammed Araji, owner of a trucking
firm in Lebanon’s Bekaa Valley, to retrieve two trucks that had been stranded in Jordan since
2015, when Syrian rebels captured the crossing.
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Two others of his refrigerator trucks had been parked in front of his house for the last three
years.

Even before the crossing officially closed, his brother was briefly abducted by rebels while
driving a truck through Syria, underscoring the perils they faced in trying to keep the route
open.

The crossing was Lebanon’s “lung,” Araji said, and its closure was a “death blow” to the
economy, affecting farmers, merchants, industrialists and drivers.

So he was pleased when Syrian government forces reopened the crossing and secured the route.
But for weeks he was unable to find exporters ready to give him shipping contracts. Finally,
Saturday, he sent his first truckloads to Saudi Arabia after offering an exporter an attractive
price.

“People are still waiting to see what will happen,” he said.

The land route through Syria, Jordan and Iraq is vital to Lebanon, which is squeezed between
Syria, the closed border with Israel, and the sea. Lebanon’s exports plunged from a high of 78
percent of GDP in 2008 three years before the start of Syria’s civil war to a low of 36 percent
in 2017.

Before Nassib’s closing, more than 250 trucks a day headed from Lebanon to markets in Syria,
Jordan, Iraq and the Gulf. After the closure, that dropped to some 300 trucks in a good month,
bound only for Syria, customs officials said.

An estimated 550,000 tons of vegetables and fruits a year used to be exported through the
Syria-Jordan crossing, according to Ibrahim Tarshishi, head of the Bekaa farmer’s union. Since
the shutdown, that flow has dropped by nearly 40 percent, to no more than 330,000 tons....
Daily Star (Lebanon)

*kkhkhkhkhhhkikkx

Turkish Airlines' cargo/mail volumes surge 24pc YoY in October
TURKISH Cargo, a subsidiary of Turkish Airlines, saw its cargo/mail volume in October rise
by 24 per cent compared to the same period a year ago, demonstrating that the carrier is able
to maintain its double-digit growth trajectory.
The main contributors to the growth in cargo/mail volumes are domestic routes where volumes
increased by 42 per cent, Africa with an increase of 35 per cent, North America volumes were
up 30 per cent and Europe up 24 per cent, reported Transport & Logistics, Middle East.
Africa, North America, Europe and the Far East showed load factor growth of seven points,
four points, three points and three points respectively.
Turkish Airlines recorded passenger growth of five per cent in October to reach 6.5 million
passengers in total, while the load factor went up to 83.4 per cent.
Shipping gazette(Hong Kongq)
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MSC to boost box tracking for shippers
Mediterranean Shipping Company will equip 50,000 dry cargo containers with trackers in
response to shipper demands for more transparency.
“MSC believes that the real-time tracking of containers is the future of the shipping industry,”
said Diego Aponte, President and CEO of MSC Group.
“While shipping lines should of course compete on service, we will achieve better results for
our customers by working in a more harmonised way on technology and innovation.”
In “the coming months” MSC said it would install 50,000 trackers developed by its partner
Traxens. The internet-connected devices will be fixed on the boxes permanently, enabling the
collection and communication to shippers of real-time data on the box’s position and
movements throughout its journey.
This, the partners claimed, would offer shippers “unprecedented visibility of dry cargo flow
from door-to-door, adding efficiency, safety and predictability”, and enable easier and quicker
pre-customs clearance.
“Smart containers are a perfect example of where we can cooperate according to industry
standards to make our services truly comprehensive and Traxens
LLoyd’s Loading list.com
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Evergreen Marine Orders Feeder Quartet in China
Taiwan-listed container shipping major Evergreen Marine has placed an order for the
construction of four feeder vessels at a Chinese yard.
The containerships, which were ordered from Jiangnan Shipyard, will feature 2,500 TEU.
Evergreen Marine is paying USD 31 million to USD 35 million per ship, according to the
company’s stock exchange filing. The total transaction is expected to be in the range from USD
124 million to USD 140 million.
Data provided by Asiasis shows that the units would be handed over to their owner in the next
22 to 24 months.The agreement was unveiled on November 20.
World Maritime News.
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Renewed calls for HMM to merge with SM Line
The Korea Shipowners' Association (KSA) has renewed calls for Hyundai Merchant Marine
(HMM) to merge with fellow South Korean carrier SM Line to become more competitive
against the leading European shipping lines.
The plea came from KSA vice-chairman Kim Young-moo during an interview with Aju News
and comes at a time when shareholder frustration with leadership of the loss-making carrier
intensifies. HMM recently placed an order for 20 mega ships, comprising 12 ships of 23,000
TEU and eight of 15,000 TEU.
The newbuilds are due to be delivered from the second quarter of 2020 and just when the
shipping line's current vessel-sharing agreement with the 2M Alliance ends, reported IHS
Media.
Whether the partnership will be extended remains to be seen since HMM will likely need to
demonstrate that it is a viable business, although it would by then have the mega ships required
to join the 2M's Asia-Europe strings.
Keeping one's head above water in the current container shipping market is tricky for any
carrier given the rising bunker fuel costs, unprofitable freight rates and high level of excess
capacity.
According to IHS Markit, the global containership fleet is expected to expand by 6.2 per cent
this year, surpassing a 4.8 per cent increase in global trade. In 2019, global capacity is forecast
to grow by 2.6 per cent and volume by 5.5 per cent.
State-owned Korea Development Bank (KDB), the primary lender and shareholder of HMM,
is hardening its stance towards the financially strapped ocean liner. Bank chairman Lee Dong-
gull has made it clear that non-performing staff of HMM will be made redundant.
"HMM has to provide a report on its performance every week and we will issue a warning if
we don't see improvement after a month; three more months will be given to show
improvement. If things don't get better, the staff concerned will have to leave,” Mr Lee was
quoted as saying.
HMM has clocked up US$1.62 billion of cumulative losses for 13 quarters, including a first-
half net loss this year of $155 million.
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Like its peers, the shipping line is struggling to raise freight rates to levels that compensate for
rising fuel costs. The first-half loss was incurred despite a double-digit surge in volume in the
second quarter as fuel prices during the period rose by 40 per cent year on year.
The pressure to recoup higher bunker costs will only rise, as the January 1, 2020,
implementation date for the International Maritime Organization's (IMO) new rule capping
sulphur content in marine fuel at 0.5 per cent draws closer. Analysts estimate that using lower
sulphur fuel will push up costs by at least 30 per cent, an extra burden that carriers may or may
not be successful in passing on to customers.

Transportweekly.com
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South Korea's BNCT surpasses 10 million TEU mark
The newest and most modern container terminal in Busan, South Korea, BNCT, has breached
the 10 million TEU mark less than six and a half years after its first vessel call on February 23,
2012.
To celebrate the event, a traditional cake-cutting ceremony with BNCT's senior management,
operator plus BNCT's four biggest customers CMA-CGM, COSCO, OOCL and Evergreen in
attendance was held, reported Hellenic Shipping News.
CEO and president of BNCT John Elliott, who has been running major container ports and
terminals around the world for over 29 years said "this is the fastest and smoothest achievement
of 10 million TEU by a new container terminal | have ever seen. It is very unusual for such a
large container facility to have run so long at such high growth level without any major
operation al issues or breakdowns since opening".
With a current capacity of 2.5 million TEU, BNCT is on track to reach 2.3 million containers
for 2018 which is 16 per cent increase compared to 2017.
CCO of BNCT, Peter Slootweg, thanked the facility's four biggest customers recognising and
thanking them for the 7,000 vessel calls it took to reach 10 million TEU. With further expansion
possible to over 3.5 million TEU in the future and current efforts underway to realize over
700,000 TEU of additional capacity, BNCT is the only terminal able to construct significant
additional capacity in Busan Port until 2022.
C M Jung, managing director of CMA CGM Busan, said: "With 10 million TEU achieved after
6 years | am confident that BNCT's continued efforts to handle ever increasing volume will see
it achieve 20 million TEU in just three more. As a partner of BNCT, | am excited to see and be
a part of BNCT's success and enthusiastically support BNCT's further growth in the years to
come."
Transport weekly.com
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Trucks on the world cargo crime front line — hijacking still the main threat
In-transit hijackings are the number-one threat to trucking operations around the world,
according to a new report by insurer TT Club and supply chain intelligence provider BSI.
Cargo Theft 1H 2018 reports that haulage is by far the most vulnerable freight mode and that,
in global terms, hijacking is the most likely way theft would take place.

In South America, hijacking represents 55% of all truck theft, while in Africa and the Middle
East it accounts for 51%.

And being a trucker in Brazil now appears to mean working on the frontline of the country’s
terrifyingly violent drug wars.
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Cargo hijacking incidents were in the tens of thousands in the first half of this year alone, as
organised crime gangs increasingly see cargo has a way of bolstering revenue, as well as a
means of transporting drugs.

“One likely factor that explains why cargo theft has risen so steeply in Brazil is the entrance of
major gangs into the country’s illegal drug trade and their need to finance such ventures,” says
the report.“The First Capital Gang is one such organised criminal group that BSI has identified
as being tied to both cargo theft and illegal drug trafficking via cargo shipments.

“A lack of sufficient police resources and response almost certainly enabled the rate of cargo
theft to expand in Brazil over the last several years,” adds the report.

Brazil accounted for some 90% of South America’s cargo thefts, while in North and Central
America, Mexico led with the way with 68% of the region’s freight crime.

Unsurprisingly, with such a violent recent history, hijacking is also the number-one criminal
tactic in Mexico, with thieves using guns to stop trucks, routinely taking drivers hostage and
“holding these personnel generally for a short period of time in an attempt to delay police
response”.

In contrast, thieves in the US and Canada tend to target “unattended cargo trucks, parked at
unsecure locations, including truck stops and gas stations” and that hijacking remains rare.

A similar picture was found in Europe, where unsecure truck stops are a huge concern for truck
operators, particularly since strict regulations on drivers’ hours often force trucks to stop in
unsecured locations.“It is much easier for thieves to target an unsecured cargo truck than it is
to infiltrate and steal goods from often more-secured warehouses and other types of supply
chain facility locations,” says the report.

“The prevalence of soft-sided trailers in Europe also promulgates this trend and primarily
explains the high frequency of the slash and grab tactic, in which thieves cut into the tarpaulin
covering trailers in order to quickly remove goods.”

The Load Star
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Maersk drops Chennai, India's east coast port eyes transshipment rescue
NOW that Maersk Line has dropped Chennai because of poor productivity, the biggest port on
the east coast of India is hoping transshipment will cushion the abandonment by the world's
biggest shipping line.
Chennai is slowly but steadily establishing a footprint in transshipment handling, with that
volume increasing to 44 TEU in October, from 14 TEU in September, after breaking in to that
market with four TEU in July, according to new port data gathered by IHS Media.
Lending substance to Chennai's hope, is Delhi's liberalised cabotage policy that allows foreign-
flag ocean carriers to transport laden cargo/empty containers between Indian ports, enacted
May 21.Add to that, the port's tariff discount programme for vessels handling transshipment
cargo, which started July 1. Yet realisation is some way off. Chennai's October volume declined
seven per cent to 140,500 TEU, from 150,444 TEU in September.
However, thanks to intermodal train service improvements - including a shuttle operation
between Chennai and Tondiarpet - October rail volume remained relatively flat month to month
at 9,180 TEU, statistics show.
Maersk shifted its weekly, intra-Asia Chennai Express Service (CHX) from Chennai to Ennore,
15 miles to the north, a change that began with the Maersk Leonidio call on October 20.
Seanews.com.tr
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Rank Ports Country | Million | Million | Million +/- +/- %
(TEU) | (TEU) (TEU)

2017 | 2016 2017 2016
1 1 Shanghai Chinese 40,230 | 37,160 | +3,070 +8,3 %
2 2 Singapore Singapore | 33,670 | 30,900 | +2,770 +9 %
3 3 Shenzhen Chinese 25,210 | 23,980 | +1,230 +5,1 %
4 4 Ningbo Chinese 24,610 | 21,570 | +3,040 +14,1 %
5 5 Hong Kong Chinese 20,760 | 19,810 | +0,950 +4,8 %
6 6 Busan S.Korea |20,470 | 19,460 | +1,010 +5,2 %
7 7 Guangzhou Chinese 20,370 | 18,860 | +1,510 +8 %
8 8 Qingdao Chinese 18,300 | 18,010 | +0,290 +1,6 %
9 9 Dubai UAE 15,370 | 14,770 | +0,600 +4,1 %
10 10 Tianjin Chinese 15,210 | 14,490 | +0,720 +4,97 %
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Nine carriers and terminal operators to establish block chain system
A CONSORTIUM of nine marine majors - carriers and terminal operators - have signed a letter
of intent to establish a data sharing block chain system.
The nine companies will join forces to build standards for a platform with seamless connections
to enable sharing and exchange of data in a timely manner, reports the American Journal of
Transportation.
Taiwan's Yang Ming has recently joined the group that has signed a Declaration of Intent with
CargoSmart on the formation of a consortium to establish Global Shipping Business Network
(GSBN) , a block chain-based open platform.
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Alongside Yang Ming and CargoSmart, CMA CGM, Cosco, Evergreen, Orient Overseas
Container Line and terminal operators DP World, Hutchinson Ports, PSA International and
Shanghai International Port Group are also participating.

The new platform, an ecosystem for the shipping community, will connect all stakeholders
including ocean carriers, terminal operators, customs authorities, shippers and logistics
providers to realise collaborative innovation and digital transformation in the supply chain.
The characteristics of shipping industry include various processes of physical distribution and
cross-border data exchange. They have been trying to develop new technology to address the
issues of international shipping processes and mass data sharing.

The consortium will provide a platform to enhance the processes in supply chain and seek for
opportunities to make improvement

Port.today
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Japan tests Trans-Siberian rail to link up with Russia, China, South Korea

JAPAN is to conduct a logistics test using Russia's Trans-Siberian Railway and a ferry line to
connect the nation to Russia, China and South Korea. The new freight route via the railway
will significantly cut transit times between Japan and Russia and could lower costs by up to 40
per cent, reported Moscow's RT News.
The project's chief aim is to create a new transportation corridor by adding the Chinese province
of Jilin to a ferry line that currently connects the Russian city of Vladivostok, South Korea's
Donghae, and Japan's Sakaiminato, according to Japan's vice governor of Tottori prefecture
Nogava Satoshi, who said the logistics corridor may in future connect to other territories.
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In April the ferry, dubbed DBS, called at the Russian port of Zarubino and transported cargo
freighted there to China, Mr Satoshi said, adding that the delivery was significantly faster.
However, he said the parties involved still have to solve some problems identified during the
test delivery. Earlier this year Japan and Russia conducted a test to transport Japanese goods to
Russia using a sea link and the Trans-Siberian Railway. Russia’'s transport artery, which is
9,289 kilometres long, has great development potential for mutual trade between the two
nations, according to Japan's Deputy Minister of Infrastructure and Transport Toshihiro
Matsumoto.

It currently takes up to 62 days to move sea freight from Japan to Russia via the Indian Ocean.
RT.News
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Rank | Shipping line Ships TEU

1 Maersk — Danish 710 4,035,304
2 MSC — Switzerland 521 3,299,410
3 Cosco Shipping — Chinese 468 2,803,381
4 CMA CGM - France 515 2,664,515
5 Hapag Lloyd — Germany 223 1,621,637
6 ONE (Ocean Network Express) — Japan 221 1,536,017
7 Evergreen — Taiwan 202 1,180,853
8 Yang Ming Marine — Taiwan 97 628,693

9 PIL (Pacific Int. Line) — Singapore 135 427,586
10 Hyundai M.M. — South Korea 71 413,199
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Visit of Angolan Ministerial delegation to Niledutch office
NileDutch was proud to receive a delegation led by the Angolan Minister of Transport, Mr
Ricardo Viegas D’ Abreu. The Minister was met by Mr Wim van Aalst, the CEO of NileDutch,
and the board of directors. This visit was part of a four-day mission to the Netherlands that saw
particular attention paid to shipping, ocean and port activities, amongst others.
Angola has always been an important part of NileDutch’s portfolio, and we were happy to
engage with the Minister, and the delegation, to further reinforce the excellent business
relationship we have with the country.
Niledutch.com
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