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Summary of Beirut Port Statistics at February 2017
compared with the same period of 2016

Subjects 1% 2 months 1%t 2 months +/- +/-%
2017 2016

Number of vessels which called at 291 313 -22 -1 %

Beirut Port

Total Tonnage handled (tons) 1,341 1,335 +6 +1%

(million) thousand

Total imports for Lebanese markets 1,188 1,193 -5 thousand | -1 %

(tons) (million)

Total exports (Lebanese cargoes) 153 142 +11 +8 %

(tons) (thousand)

Total Containers handled (TEU) 189,059 170,342 +18,717 +11 %

Total containers imported (TEU) 93,723 81,541 +12,182 +15 %

Total containers imported for local 65,240 56,503 +8,737 +15 %

market (TEU)

Total containers imported empty 92 934 -842 -90 %

(TEV)

Total containers imported for 28,391 24,104 +4,287 +18 %

transshipment (TEU)

Total containers exported (TEU) 92,316 85,479 +6,837 +8 %

Total containers exported with 14,590 12,836 +1,754 +14 %

Lebanese goods (TEU)

Total containers re-exported empty 48,813 49,624 -811 -2%

(TEV)

Total containers re-exported 28,913 23,019 +5,894 +26 %

(transshipment) (TEU)

Total containers transshipment (TEU) | 57,304 47,123 +10,181 +22 %

Total containers restowed on board 3,020 3,322 -302 -9 %

vessel

Total cars handled (cars) 18,005 16,933 +1,072 +6 %

Total imported cars (cars) 15,159 14,651 +508 +4 %

Total re-exported cars by sea (cars) 2,846 2,282 +564 +25 %

Total port revenues (USD) (million) 37,251 37,150 +101 +1 %
thousand

Total harbor master fees (USD) 1,644 1,760 -116 -T%

(million) thousand

Total Port revenues & harbor master | 38,895 38,910 -15 -1%

fees (USD) (million) thousand
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Tueini: Regional training center reflects UN confidence in Lebanese state
State Minister for Anti-corruption Affairs Nicolas Tueini said that UNCTAD MENA Program
Consumer Protection Regional Training Center in Beirut reflected UN confidence in the
Lebanese state.
UNCTAD MENA Program Consumer Protection Regional Training Center was opened on
Wednesday in Beirut at the Grand Serail, under the auspices of PM Saad Hariri represented by
Minister Tueini.
The event was attended by Brigadier Ghassan Atallah representing Lebanese Army chief
General Joseph Aoun and a number of military figures and ambassadors.
National News Agency

*khkkkkikhkkkikk

Summary of Lebanese International trade exchange at February 2017
compared with the same period of 2016

Subjects 1%t 2 months 2017 | 1% 2 months 2016 | +/- (USD) | +/-%
(USD) (million) (USD) (million) (million)

Total imports (million) 3252 2872 +380 +13 %

Total exports (million) 456 414 +42 +10 %

Trade deficit (million) 2796 2458 +338 +14 %
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Lebanon trade deficit up to USD 2796 million at February 2017
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Top 10 Exporting Countries to Lebanon in 1% 2 months of 2017

Country 1st 2 months 2017 | 1st 2 months 2016 | +/- million | +/- %
(million) (USD) (million) (USD) usD
1- China 286 330 -44 -13 %
2- Greece 285 113 +172 +152 %
3-Russian Federation 223 161 +62 +39 %
4- USA 210 165 +45 +27 %
5- Kuwait 202 71 +131 +185 %
6- Italy 201 217 -16 -8%
7- Germany 172 154 +18 +12 %
8- Egypt 130 68 +62 +91 %
9 —Turkey 107 104 +3 +3%
10- France 100 115 -15 -13 %
Total General (USD) (million) | 1916 1498 +418 +28 %
Top 10 Importing Countries from Lebanon in 1st 2 months of 2017
Country 1st 2 months 2017 | 1st 2 months 2016 | +/- million | +/- %
(million) (USD) (million) (USD) usD
1- South Africa 62 45 +17 +38 %
2- Syria 52 28 +24 +86 %
3- UAE 35 41 -6 -15%
4- Switzerland 35 4 +31 +775 %
5- Saudi Arabia 33 42 -9 21 %
6- Iraq 25 25 - -
7- Turkey 17 9 +8 +89 %
8- Jordan 15 17 -2 -12%
9- Kuwait 14 9 +5 +56 %
10- Qatar 12 12 - -
Total General (USD) (million) | 300 232 +68 +29 %
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Summary of containers handled at Beirut Port at February 2017
Compared with the same period of 2016

Subject 1% 2 months | 1 2 months | +/-(TEU) | +/- %
2017 (TEU) 2016 (TEU)

Containers imported full for local | 65,240 56,503 +8,737 +15 %

markets

Containers imported empty 92 934 -842 -90 %

Containers exported full with | 14,590 12,836 +1,754 +14 %

Lebanese cargoes

Containers re-exported empty 48,813 49,624 -811 -2 %

Total transshipment containers | 57,304 47,123 +10,181 +22 %

(full & empty)

Total containers restowed on | 3,020 3,322 -302 -9 %

board vessels

Total containers handled (TEU) 189,059 170,342 +18,717 +11 %
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Tourism seen generating $3.4B in 2017
A leading international tourism agency said the sector in Lebanon is expected to generate
revenue of $3.4 billion in 2017. “The World Travel & Tourism Council estimated that the travel
& tourism industry would directly contribute $3.4 billion to the Lebanese economy in 2017,
equivalent to about 7.1 percent of GDP, down from more than 10 percent of GDP in 2010,” the
report said.
The WTTC said the direct contribution of Travel & Tourism to GDP in 2015 was LL5.436
trillion (8.1 percent of GDP) and forecast that the sector would rise by 4.8 percent in 2016.
There are no official figures on the revenues generated from tourism sector in 2016 but all experts
agree that the hospitality industry did not perform well due to the decline in the number of
tourists.
Tourism was once viewed as one of the main sources of revenue for the Lebanese economy.
However, officials hope that Arab tourists and especially Arab Gulf nationals will return to
Lebanon in great number this summer after the thaw in relations with Saudi Arabia, UAE,
Kuwait and Qatar.
WTTC also anticipated that direct industry employment will reach 123,800 persons in 2017,
representing 6.9 percent of total employment.
It expected that the tourism sector’s contribution to the Lebanese economy to expand by 2.9
percent in real terms in 2017.
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“The decline in the sector’s contribution to economic activity since 2010 cannot be attributed
only to domestic and regional political and security developments. It is part of the decline in the
Lebanese economy’s overall competitiveness, especially the weakening state of the
infrastructure and the deterioration in public service delivery,” Nassib Ghobril, chief economist
at Byblos Bank, said.
He added that the decline in the sector’s contribution to economic activity since 2010 cannot be
attributed only to domestic and regional political and security developments.
“It is part of the decline in the Lebanese economy’s overall competitiveness, especially the
weakening state of the infrastructure and the deterioration in public service delivery. The tourism
sector needs to regain its regional competitiveness by upgrading the country’s basic
infrastructure, as well as by reducing the cost of visiting Lebanon,” Ghobril said.
It added that, since the T&T industry affects all sectors of the economy, its real direct and indirect
impact is more significant.
“As such,the sector is forecast to generate $9.4bn or 19.5 percent of Lebanon’s overall economic
activity in 2017, and to employ 338,200 persons, or 18.9 percent of total employment,” it said.
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Summary of Tripoli Port Statistics at February 2017
Compared with the same period of 2016

1% 2 months | 182 months | +/ - +/-%

2017 2016
Number of vessels which called at Tripoli Port | 132 131 +1 +1%
Total Tonnage handled (tons) 348,800 378,392 -29,592 -8 %
Total imports (tons) 276,934 263,781 +13,153 +5 %
Total exports (tons) 71,866 114,611 -42,745 -37%
Total Containers 1,540 - +1,540 -
Total Cars handled (cars) 681 744 -63 -8 %
Total trailers 4,166 2,844 +1,322 +46 %
Trailers discharged 2,019 1,219 +800 +66 %
Trailers loaded 2,147 1,625 +522 +32 %
Total Port revenues (million) USD 3,345 2,990 +355 +12 %
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$2 billion available from China Silk Road Funds await proposals from government
The Silk Road Chamber for International Commerce (SRCIC) is ready to grant $2 billion in
loans with low interest rates to the local market, according to Adnan Kassar, Chairman of the
Economic Bodies and the founding father of Lebanese-Chinese relations.
“Tapping these funds is strictly tied with the government’s ability to put forth economic projects
with benefit to the road,” Kassar, who is also the honorary Chairman of the SRCIC, said.
The allocation is part of a $5 billion Silk Road International Development Fund that aims to
finance deals introduced by SRCIC members.
Kassar said that the hands of the private sector are tied without the support of the government.
“Local officials have to express their willingness to cooperate with China in order for the country
to benefit from the Silk Road,” he said.
Lu Jianzhong, Chairman of the SRCIC, said: “There are many benefits to being part of the road
as the chamber collaborates with chambers of 63 countries through which the road passes. These
chambers represent over ten million companies.”
According to Jianzhong, these companies can create a network to integrate their resources and
cooperate with each other through seven subcommittees under the SRCIC.
“China needs to export its products through this country, which plays an indispensable role in
trade,” he said.
“Last year alone, 120 million tourists from China traveled the world. The local market can
receive a large part of this figure if touristic ties are promoted,” he said.
“Chinese companies are especially interested in this market because it is a hub for the
reconstruction of Syria. They are mainly interested in the transport and infrastructure sectors,”
he said.
Nadim Kassar, General Manager of Fransabank, said: “China recognizes the importance of our
country, although it is not a very large market, but this country provides openness to Arab
countries.”
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Kassar said China is interested in rehabilitating infrastructure in some of these Arab countries,
in partnership with local businessmen.

“The private sector can play an important role, especially if privatization is approved. This will
require cooperation with the Chinese counterpart,” he said.

He said that Fransabank is ready to introduce companies to each other and to finance some of
their projects.

Businessnews.com.lb

*kkkikkkkikkikk

Summary of Beirut Port Statistics in February 2017
compared with January 2017

Subjects February | January | +/- +/-%
2017 2017

Number of vessels which called at Beirut Port 163 128 +35 +27 %
Total Tonnage handled (thousand) 710 631 +79 +13 %
Total imports for Lebanese markets (tons) (thousand) 631 557 +74 +13 %
Total exports (Lebanese cargoes) (tons) (thousand) 79 74 +5 +7%
Total Containers handled (TEU) 91,842 97,217 | -5,375 -6 %
Total containers imported (TEU) 45,441 48,282 | -2,841 -6%
Total containers imported for local market (TEU) 31,785 33,455 | -1,670 -5%
Total containers imported empty (TEU) 10 82 =72 -88 %
Total containers imported for transshipment (TEU) 13,646 14,745 | -1,099 -1 %
Total containers exported (TEU) 45,589 46,727 | -1,138 -2 %
Total containers exported with Lebanese goods (TEU) 7,185 7,405 -220 -3%
Total containers re-exported empty (TEU) 23,886 24,927 | -1,041 -4 %
Total containers re-exported (transshipment) (TEU) 14,518 14,395 | +123 +1%
Total containers transshipment (TEU) 28,164 29,140 | -976 -3%
Total containers restowed on board vessel 812 2,208 -1,396 -63 %
Total cars handled (cars) 8,696 9,309 -613 -1 %
Total imported cars (cars) 7,591 7,568 +23 +1%
Total re-exported cars by sea (cars) 1,105 1,741 -636 =37 %
Total port revenues (USD) (million) 17,866 19,385 | -1,519 -8 %
Total harbor master fees (USD) (thousand) 281 1,363 -1,082 -719 %
Total Port revenues & harbor master fees (USD) (million) | 18,147 20,748 | -2,601 -13 %
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Liban : Pourquoi taxer les plus-values immobilieres ?
Parmi les mesures fiscales que le gouvernement envisage pour financer la nouvelle grille des
salaires de la fonction publique, celle visant a appliquer un imp6t de 15 % sur les plus-values
immobiliéres est mal percue par les professionnels du secteur.
Bien que ces mesures n'aient pas encore été adoptées et qu'il reste encore des points a clarifier,
il semblerait que le secteur immobilier demeure aux yeux du gouvernement un secteur ou il est
facile de trouver de I'argent.
Malheureusement, le marché immobilier, qui est I'un des piliers de I'économie libanaise et qui
génere des milliers d'emplois, traverse une période de stagnation depuis 2011. Alors que le
marché aurait besoin d'une nouvelle dynamique, cette nouvelle taxe pourrait avoir des effets
contradictoires.
L'imposition sur la plus-value, c'est-a-dire le gain entre le prix d'achat et le prix de revente, serait
un coup dur pour les propriétaires et les spéculateurs. Si la spéculation reste encore marginale a
Beyrouth, certains promoteurs s'étaient fait une solide réputation a attirer des investisseurs
séduits par l'absence de taxation sur d'éventuels profits. Certains propriétaires ont fait de
véritables fortunes de 2005 a 2011 quand les prix ont doublé, voire triplé. S'il parait logique de
taxer ce type de profit, le chiffre de 15 % demeure élevé. Est-il possible de trouver un chiffre
plus convenable ?
Beaucoup de promoteurs dans les beaux quartiers de la capitale misent sur les préventes des
investisseurs pour consolider leur projet avant méme le début des travaux. Ces impositions
pourraient refroidir les futurs investisseurs.
Si les investisseurs et les spéculateurs s'éclipsent du marché, c'est tout le secteur immobilier qui
va étre automatiquement affecté.
La spéculation fonciére serait également durement touchée. Beaucoup de transactions hors de
Beyrouth étaient spéculatives. Une taxation sur les plus-values devrait entrainer
automatiquement une chute de la demande, et donc des prix des terrains.
Ainsi, cette proposition de taxe arrive vraiment a un mauvais moment. Les marchés fonciers et
résidentiels se trouvent toujours dans une période d'accalmie. Si certains promoteurs
d'appartements ont bénéficié d'une petite relance avec I'élection présidentielle et la formation du
nouveau gouvernement, beaucoup d'autres peinent a écouler leur stock.
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L'absence de dynamique économique globale au Liban fragilise toujours le secteur. En définitive,
il aurait été plus approprié de taxer I'immobilier dans un contexte économique plus favorable.
Ce contenu a été realise par RAMCO Real Estate
L’Orient Le Jour

*khkkkkhkhkkkikikk
Summary of Lebanese International trade exchange in February 2017
Subject February 2017 January 2017 +/- +- %
(USD million) (USD million) (USD million)
Total import 1648 1604 +44 +3 %
Total export 226 229 -3 -1 %
Total deficit 1422 1375 +47 +3 %

Lebanon Trade deficit up to USD 1422 million in February 2017
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Dry bulk vessels to receive toll rebates from Suez Canal Authority
DRY bulk vessels transiting the Suez Canal will until the end of the year be entitled to rebates
on canal transit tolls.
Dry bulk vessels coming from ports east and south of Australia heading towards ports in
northwest Europe via the Suez Canal will be granted a toll rebate of 75 per cent, according to
Circular No 2/2017 published up the Suez Canal Authority.
Furthermore, Circular No 3/2017 states that dry bulk vessels coming from the ports in South
Africa and heading towards a Mediterranean Sea port, including Black Sea ports, via the Suez
Canal, and bounded by Cetua Port to the west of the Mediterranean Sea, will be entitled to a 40
per cent rebate on normal Canal tolls, reported Hot Port News, GAC Egypt.
It is required that toll rebate applications be submitted prior to the ship's sailing from its port of
origin. Vessels may not stop at any intermediate port for cargo operations. To qualify for the toll
rebate, original certificates from the loading origin, destination, bunkering and claim letter are
to be submitted to the Suez Canal Authority within one year of the vessel's transit date.
Shipping Gazette.Hong Kong
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Freight train begins first journey from Britain to China
The first freight train to run from Britain to China departed, carrying goods like vitamins, baby
products and pharmaceuticals as Britain seeks to burnish its global trading credentials for when
it leaves the European Union.
The 7,500-mile (12,000 km) journey from eastern England to eastern China will take three
weeks, around half the time needed for the equivalent journey by boat. The first freight train
from China arrived in Britain in January.
The bright red train left a depot at Stanford-Le-Hope in Essex for Barking in east London,
hauling dozens of containers.
Chinese women wave flags at the official ceremony to mark the departure of the first UK to
China export train, laden with containers of British goods, from the DP World London Gateway,
Stanford-le-Hope, Britain April 10, 2017. REUTERS/Peter Nicholls
From Barking, it will pass through the Channel Tunnel into France and on to Belgium, Germany,
Poland, Belarus, Russia and Kazakhstan before ending up in Yiwu in China.
Britain is trying to enhance its trade links with the rest of the world as it prepares to leave the
EU intwo years' time."This new rail link with China is another boost for global Britain, following
the ancient Silk Road trade route to carry British products around the world," said Greg Hands,
a British trade minister.
Run by Yiwu Timex Industrial Investment, the Yiwu-London freight service makes London the
15th European city to have a direct rail link with China after the 2013 unveiling of the "One Belt,
One Road" initiative by Chinese President Xi Jinping.
"This is the first export train and just the start of a regular direct service between the UK and
China," said Xubin Feng, chairman of Yiwu Timex Industrial Investment Co.
"We have great faith in the UK as an export nation and rail provides an excellent alternative for
moving large volumes of goods over long distances faster."
Reuters
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Kuehne + Nagel Alibaba deal

K & N has signed an MoU with Alibaba.com, the B2B business arm of Alibaba Group, to offer
global logistics services to customers of the Chinese e-commerce leader’s B2B business unit
The MoU, signed in Shanghai, aims to link Kiihne + Nagel’s global logistics network with
Alibaba’s expertise in B2B e-commerce, to offer China based shippers leading e-commerce
logistics solutions.

For more than a year, Alibaba.com’s paid members in China have been able to obtain quotations,
book pickup and destination delivery services for airfreight consignments via Kiihne + Nagel’s
digital solution KN FreightNet on Alibaba.com. This e-commerce relationship has been
extended to include less-than-container-load (LCL) solutions as well.

Now, says the global forwarder, the strategic partnership will expand the scope of logistics
services on offer in the near future to cover the various modes of transportation and contract
logistics outside China.

Steve Su, Director of Logistics at Alibaba.com, said: “We are pleased to partner with Kithne +
Nagel to offer our SME customers comprehensive logistics services, enabling them to capitalise
on cross-border trade opportunities.”

Wong Siew Loong, President North Asia Kithne & Nagel, said: “We are excited to enter this
MoU with Alibaba.com bringing together Alibaba’s e-commerce penetration with Kihne &
Nagel’s worldwide logistics capabilities.

"The establishment of this relationship is in line with our global strategy to digitalise logistics
services in order to meet the evolving needs of customers today. We look forward to further
developing this cooperation by expanding the scope of our ecommerce logistics offering to
Alibaba customers in the future.”

At the start of this year Maersk announced a deal with Alibaba to offer e-commerce bookings
through Alibaba's "Onetouch” booking service

Air Cargo Week
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UK Ports at Heart of Fraud Claims
EU anti-fraud office OLAF has found UK ports and customs officials have not stopped billions
in VAT losses on mis-declared Chinese goods, according to the BBC.
EU investigators uncovered failures including by UK customs and excise officials said to cost
the EU US$5.6 billion (£4.5 billion) in lost duties and VAT.
Some 79.9% of the losses in customs duties occured through declarations made in UK ports,
especially the UK ports of Dover and Felixstowe.
Shipments that arrive in Hamburg are then transported to Dover for declarations handled by UK
customs officials.
A spokesman from the British tax authority, Her Majesty's Revenue and Customs (HMRC) said
it did not recognise OLAF's figures and planned to challenge its claims.
Ernesto Bianchi, investigations director for OLAF, said: "In the last year we have seen a
concentration of the fraud pattern and we have calculated that roughly 79.9% of the losses in
customs duties are made through declarations made in UK ports.
"These are estimates, of course, because the fraud is perpetrated by a particular type of scheme
where the companies actually disappear.”
The Port of Dover recently recorded another record year of freight traffic and planned for a future
economic relationship with business organisation CBI, its biggest trading partner
Midlands Fraud Forum.UK
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Maersk Takeover: Hamburg Siid Losing 11% Capacity
Alphaliner has reported that Hamburg Stid will have to lose 11% of its total capacity and pull
eight vessels from five consortia as a consequence of the EU's conditions for approving Maersk
Line's acquisition.
Another implication of the deal is that A.P. Moller-Maersk's Mercosul Line, the Brazillian carrier
subsidiary and operator of four 2,500 TEU ships, will need to be sold in order to clear the
takeover with the Brazilian competition authorities.
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Without any changes to Maersk and Hamburg Sud's current fleets, Maersk Line is set to operate
741 container vessels. According to the EU Commission, Hamburg Stid operates 130 container
vessels and Maersk Line 611.
Port Technology Organization FAIFAN AKX
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Hapag-Lloyd’s €93m net loss highlights need for UASC merger; synergies to save
millions

Hapag-Lloyd has plunged into the red for 2016 — but UASC merger will give a huge boost with
annual synergy savings of millions Hapag-Lloyd has reported a 2016 net loss of €93 million
versus a profit of €114 million in 2015 — despite being able to improve revenue significantly in
the second half of the year.
The average freight rate was 15.4% lower than 2015 and revenue fell from €8.8 billion in the
previous year to €7.7 billion in 2016, mainly due to the significant decline in rates. But despite
the challenging environment, the carrier still managed to generate a positive operating result of
EBIT €126.4 million. The challenging conditions and net loss underlines the need for its merger
with UASC, which will hopefully have a strong effect; Hapag-Lloyd said that from 2019
onwards, the UASC merger is expected to result in annual synergies of USD435 million.
It also bodes well when you look at the positive effect that its acquisition of CSAV has had.
Hapag-Lloyd said in its statement announcing its 2016 results that it had made substantial
earnings contribution from synergies from the CSAV acquisition, with this being a major reason
behind the reduction in purchased services costs of 8.3%.
The importance of the merger of UASC to the carrier is seen by Hapag-Lloyd CEO Rolf Habben
Jansen’s words: “We will continue to work hard to make Hapag-Lloyd even more competitive
and to build on our strong position. Our efforts will be supported by the expected synergies and
the further diversification of our product portfolio due to the merger with UASC.
Container Shipping and Trade.
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Norway to build tunnel for shipping
The NOK2.6B (€296M)1700m long Stad Ship tunnel will provide an underground shortcut
through the Stad Peninsula The Stad Ship Tunnel was formally included in Norway' National
Transport Plan in 2013 and the government is now going ahead with the project, which will
accommodate coastal cruise/ferry vessels and freighters up to 16,000dwt (Hurtigruten size).
The tunnel will be 37m tall and 26.5m wide, according to Kystvertet (Norwegian Coastal
Administration). It is expected to open in 2023.
The tunnel will enable ships to avoid the rough winds and waters of the Stadhavet Sea,
reckoned to be the most treacherous stretch of Norway's rocky coastline.
CNBC International
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Drewry: Alliances Failing Miserably
Drewry’s Container Insight Weekly has slammed the alliances as having "failed miserably" after
strong demand in Asia for European products and the “poorly managed” integration of new
ocean carrier networks has meant that shippers are struggling to secure space onboard ships.
The consultancy has reported that eastbound Europe to Asia shippers are waiting up to eight
weeks to load, carriers have stopped taking bookings and spot shippers are paying considerably
more than the usual going rate after the alliances launched on April 1, 2017.
Eastbound spot rates are now almost as expensive as they are in the much higher volume
westbound market.
Drewry stated: “Eastbound ships are usually only 60% full at best so in normal circumstances
shippers should never have to worry about space shortages.
“However, a perfect storm of events has conspired to make their lives very difficult right now.
“These factors include stronger than expected demand in Asia for European products, most
significantly of heavy cargoes that restrict a ship’s carrying capacity, and what now seems like
a poorly managed integration of new alliance networks
Ftw Online
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