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8c4A 1f~. /,16:J:L !fa;~~l~(r ~~ K7sr1t.,, 
The Rra:zitian sauthoriUcs hnv¢ l11~um all the ne<::euary action ·to dtUtl with the rec:1tlrrt cases of oU 

incidents on the Nurtheast r::oast of Brn1.il. These incidents tfe ii n unprecedent~d event iri uur country's hns~o·f)', 

for their geogrnphicni extension1 as arouml\ 2,250 km of our ooe:i>t has been conhunimtn~t.!. 

Sinw September 2nd. when the tirst oil slick Wll$ .detected Qn · ~ur coast. the l\.f inistry of tfo:r 

Environment; the Brazitinn Military For1!es; the Federal Potii::e: National Agenck:!;; St,at1:: a.nd Municilf)Jt:!l 

Secretaries; Environmental Institutes; llriiverslties. and Pet1r<1>bras. acting on bt~hnlf' c•f th.ii Brru~U!,1t<11 

Go'Vt:mmem, have been working on a dafl)1 basi$, on two fronts: 

conducting all investigation inti:1 ·the causes of the <>ia ilnc:idents. tt has been chemically verified tbnt 

the oH wu. not proooced or pro':~:sscd in BmzU; and 

monitoring 1md conducting eff1l',r.1tive ~lean-up operati'.ons in the affected mrem>. 

In .accordance with our Nsticmd Cuntingeney Pia~ $ a. member of the Brnzma:1\ Mm1itoring and 

Evaluation Group and. in cooperation with oth~r Brazilian instituti::s and agencies, the Eriizman Navy ha.'5 bee-.n 

assigned as the Operational Coordinator oftiftts operation and hall established c;ontrol C11mm~s in four Brazilian 
,, 

States. 

Tbe Brazilian authorities have been w1:;rkini with Marititne Authorities from t I cQtmtrlr.·s and foreign 

institutions to identify the source of the oil itll:at has caus~d this (~nvironmentat pollutfoc1. T!he>:et oil incident~; 

hnve had a. majqr impact on our biodiversity a;5 well as deeply im11~acted on socioeconomic. acttviities. name+.v 

fishing. and tourism. Around 200 coasmJ communities have be~n .mffected. Identifying the· 111~v~1rity cf this on 

incident wiU require some specific lnvestmenl imd tttudl~s. and it is ·~iimated that recovery of the ,envf:ronment 

and economy in the affected areas wUI be s!rrw. 

A great quantity of human and mate.rial rcsourcC11> b; being 1;;mptoyed tc> locate oH .sH;;!~s ;~t !lea in order 

to prevent them reaching the continent Hov.1e~1cr. this hn~ be@n p·rove-n to be a djftlcilllt missinn as the oil 
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diffuses below the sea ~urf.ace und is t:lot detectable visua.ll!I' or by satellite imagilng. Oil slicks can only.~: 

clearly spotted when they emerge very d<:Jee to tile Qoast. Similarly, traditional h1urfo1rn tire t11ot able to prev~mt 

their dispfaeement. as they are not suffid1mtly tleep to do go. 

·AU agencies and focal vofunteer!l involved in the. cleim··up operations were able to recover importtnt 

toutist beaches, minimizing, to a great 1:::1i:ient, the environment~f da~ in the affl::'i.~ted areas. Around OJne 

thousand tons of QU have been removed frmn our coast1J.l areas,. 

in relation to the origin of the oil!, Brwt does not rule out any possibUities, Mow•!!Ver, th·~ moJt lll'tid,y 

causes of tbe'e oit incidi::nts could b~: 

- ship~to""Ship oil rnmster operatiuns at sea; 

·sinking of an oU tanker, ofwhiilh there ts no rerotd; 

~ an accidentaf oil spill; o.r 

- an intentional oU spUJ. 

Despite all the complexity or thesm f:riaidcnl$ - in thfs case. a serious enviromuenmr crlme to wnkd! afit 

<:oastal countries are exposed, regardless of their t~veJ of dev;tt~oprnent - our Count!~/ is tully cofl1mitted tc1 

clarifying au the fiu.::ts. 

However. due to the unknown origiri of the oil. one csnmlt determine for how lung thern1~ oil slicki.; wm 
occur, despite an the efforts that the Brazilian autbOfities have miKle to find their i:mur:~s,, HietMC, all f!;l~!Wf 

involvt:d wm remain mobiliud for prompt aution. To datet the t111vestigation. monitotirn1g of du' isituation nnirll 

clean-up operations htlvc abwdy involved rnround 8,000 militm-y and civiHan personrwl, two be:Uwpters and 

sixteen navy vessels. 

Confident in the abHity to 50f Vt: th4:: complex problems. d~ribed, Brazil wm i:onti11ue to WDrk~ as it 

always has, to ensure that our wateri; are eferm attd pri:~rved for !future generations. 

The above mentinned measures are d1:1: actions taken by 1tllle Brazilian authorititt~ ki orde:r til i<lentif)' 

and bring to justlee those respcnsible for ihbSe oil incidcnt5 ~hat arfl harming tf'u~ m11;1iirt€i and co~tid 

environments. The purpose is to .spread the mes.sage that such eond.\lct, hidden in anunymiity, is not acceptable 

and that the international community wm ii:Ct in unison,. in order to apply th~ s~r1ttk•1tts r1rovid~ fo:r 

intcn1utional nnd Brazilian laws to those resp1~ttsible. 

Cleaner oceans and safer shipping. 

Yours sincerely, 


