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‘The Rrazilian suthoritics have tuken all the necessary action to deal with the recent cases of ol
incidents on the Northeast coast of Brazil. These incidents arc an unprecedented event in our couniry's history,

for their geographical extension, as around 2,250 km of our cowst has been contaminied,

Since Scptember 2nd, when the first ofl slick was detected on our coast, the Ministry of the
Environment; the Brazilian Military Forves; the Federsl Polive; Nationa!l Agencicy; State and Municipa!
Secretaries; Environmental Institutes; Uwniversities and Petrobras, scting on behslf of the Brazilinn
Government, have been working on a daily basis, on two fronts:

- eonducting an investipation inty the causes of the ol incidents. It has been chemicalfy verified that

the oil was not produced or processed in Bruzil; and
- monitoring and condusting cffustive clean-up operations iv the affected arcas.

ln accordance with our National Contingency Plan, 85 a member of the Brazilian Monitoring snd
Evalustion Group and, in cooperation with other Brazilian institutes and agencies, the Brazilian Navy has been
assigned as the Operational Coordinator of this operation and has established control eenires in four Brazilian

3

States.

The Brazilian authorities have been working with Maritime Authorities from 11 counirizs and foreign
ingtitutions to identify the source of the oil that has caused this envirommental pollutics. These oil incidonty
have had & major impsct on our biodiversity as well as deeply impacted on socioeconomic activities, namely
fishing and tourism. Around 200 coastal commnunities have been affected. Identifying the severity of this ol
incident will require some specific investiment and studles, and it is estimated that recovery of the environment

and ecanemy in the affected areas will be slow,

A preat guantity of humsn snd materin! resources is belng employed to locate oil sticks 4t sea in order

to prevent them reaching the continent. However, this has been proven to be a difficult mission g the oil



diffuses below the gea surface and is tiot defectable visually or by satelfite imaging. Off slicks can only be
clearly spotted when they emerge very cloge to the coast. Slmifarly, traditions! barvices sre ot able to prevant
their displacement, as they are not sufficieatly deep to do so.

-Alf agencies and local volunteers involved in the clenn-up operations were able {0 recover important
tourist beaches, minimizing, to a yrest extent, the environmental damage in the affected areas. Around aue
thousand tons of oil have been removed From our coastal areas.

in relation to the origin of the ofl, Brazil does not rule out any possibilities, Mowever, the most Hkely
sauses of these ol incidents could be: ‘

- sﬁip«!ﬁwsttip oil wansfer operations at sea;

- sinking of an ail tanker, of which thers is no reeord;

- an sceidental ofl spill; or

- a#t intentional oil spiil

. Despite all the complexity of these incidents - in this case, a serious environmen'st crime to whick afl
ponstal countries are exposed, regardless of their level of development - our Country is fully comm itted m“
clarifying al} the facts. "

However, due to the unknown origin of the oif, one cannot deteriine for haw lung thess oil slicks will
occut, despite all the efforts that the Brazilian authorities have made to find their causss, Henee, all teams
invalved will remain mobilized for prompt sction. To date, the Investigation, monitoring of the situstion and
clean-up operations have afready lnvolved round 8,000 military and civitian personne), two helicopters and

sixteen navy veszals,

Confident in the sbility to solve the complex problems described, Brazil will continue to work, s it

always has, to ensure that our waters are clenn and preserved for Ruture generations.

The sbove mentinned messurcs are i actons taken by the Brazifian authorities i order to identify
and bring to justice those responsible for these oif incidems that are harming the morine and coastsl
environments. The purpose is to spread the message that such conduet, hidden in anonyerity, is ot accepteble
and thet the international community will ot in unison, in order o apply the garctions provided for
intcrnational and Brazilian laws to those responsible,

Cleaner oceans and safer shipping,

Yours sinearely,
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